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[Abstract:] In explanation of disputed charge of $10.74 on shipment #8... 


The Mint of the United States, 
At Philadelphia, Penn., 

Assay Department, 

February 7, 1884 


Sir: 


In further considering the subject upon which I wrote yesterday, I thought proper to add a 
few words. 


Had the deposit come here as coin and been so marked on the report, I should not hesitate 
to take upon myself the whole burden of the error. As it is, it is very easy for the Assayer to omit 
making inquiry as to what bars were made of before we received them. 


But a still more important point now is, that under the regulation and the Director’s letter 
of Dec. 12, 1882, I do not see how the charge of $1.44 made by the Assayer at St. Louis is 
obtained. The amount of copper to be added to his bullion, to reduce it to Standard is a little over 
3 ounces. This, at 2 cents per 02z., is six cents; whereas Mr. Jewell makes it forty four (44) cents — 
presuming, of course, that the one dollar is for melting. 


As the St. Louis calculation has been approved at Washington, I would thank you to 
obtain for our guidance the method which we are expected to preserve. 


I of course regret the mistake which was made through ignorance, not of the regulation, 
but of the nature of the bars before I ever heard of them. But in the present aspect we are unable 
to see what would have been or is now correct. 


Very respectfully 
Jacob B. Eckfeldt 
Assayer 


Hon. A. Loudon Snowden 
Supt. &c. 


